
Bethany: Work on getting more sources for this story and think about reworking the time 
references. Some are confusing. 
 
Hi Bethany, 
 
We need to work on the flow and structure of the story. You have a lot of good 
information, but we can figure out a way to better organize it. As a reader, I was confused 
in regards to the time references and I felt the story jumped around too much. You also 
heavily rely on quotes, which slows readers down. Much of the quoted material can be 
paraphrased to make for a stronger story. I’m happy to meet in person to discuss the edits 
fully so you have a better idea of where I’m coming from. 
 
Kayla 
 
Bethany Christo 
Bccnr8@mail.missouri.edu 
(763) 242.8503 
 
Story: Ashley Ream/Losing Clementine 

 

Hed: Finding Her Clementine 
 

Hed: The Making of a Clementine 
 

Dek: MU j-school grad Ashley Ream shares her transition from breaking news to first 
novel  
 

Dek: From Missouri to California, 2,000 miles and a debut novel later 
 

Lede 1: Steady streams of words flow from the ladies bathroom of the Missourian 

newsroom, circa 1999, occasionally interrupted when a phrase sounds awkward. Peeking 
in, Ashley Ream is reading aloud the draft of an article, on an order from Sharon Harl, 
her editor at the time. Ream now considers this the best writing advice ever given to her.  
 
Lede 2: In the women’s bathroom of the Missourian newsroom, circa 1999, Ashley 
Ream slowly and steadily reads an article draft aloud to the audience of fellow female 
potty-breakers. The advice was given to her by her editor of the time, Sharon Harl, a 
prophecy Ream now considers the best writing advice ever given to her.  
 
What a wonder a small piece of advice can have as the MU School of Journalism 
graduate’s first novel, Losing Clementine, will be published this March. This week? 
 
Losing Clementine is the darkly humorous story of Clementine Pritchard, whose twisted 
family past and emotional anguish spurs her to plan her own suicide. The book chronicles 
the last 30 days of her life and her attempt to leave this world with a clean plate and 
conscience. 
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Ream now resides in Los Angeles. At a small café in Santa Monica, about 20 miles away 
from home, a draft of a book about a hippopotamus and a desert essentially led Ream to 
the idea for her debut novel. As Ream nursed a cup of peppermint tea, anger led to 
inspiration. She was mad at herself? Explain a little bit more about the bad book. 
 
“While I was sitting there writing this terrible book, I couldn’t stand it anymore,” Ream 
says. “I opened up a new document and wrote the first scene of Losing Clementine, in it’s 
entirety.” 
 
Ream believes the best novels enfold when writers hold up mirrors—reflecting on not 
only themselves but the general human condition. Ream’s mirror reflects her past rooted 
in journalism at the University of Missouri. You can work with Kayla to figure out how 
many references to the j-school and the Missourian we can use in this piece. There are a 
lot. 
 
She graduated in 2000 with an emphasis in magazine journalism, after a stint as a copy 
editor at Vox and a reporter and graphic artist at the Missourian. She worked at a 
newspaper in Florida as an undergrad and secured a job at the Corpus Christie Caller 

Times after graduation. She dabbled in creative writing her entire life, but the hobby took 
the forefront when her and her husband, name,  moved out to L.A. in 2003. Big jump 
between 2003 and 2010? Needs a transition. 
 
Ream started working on Losing Clementine in early 2010. When asked what she did 
during the interim between 2003 and 2010, Ream replied, “I wrote a lot of bad novels. 
These will never see the light of day. I didn’t want to start my career with something that 
wasn’t where it needed to be.”   
 
Journalism—with its daily deadlines and breaking news—may seem light years away 
from the apparent leisure of fiction writing. Ream insists both have overarching themes 
that run parallel. 
 
“As a novelist, I’m still seeking truth the way a journalist does,” Ream says. “I’m just 
going at it in a little different way.” 
 
Ream says her biggest struggle as a fiction writer is accepting the fact that things have to 
make more sense in fiction than they do in journalism.  
 
“There’s often not a good answer to why things happen,” Ream says. “When you write a 
novel, you have to find that answer.” 
 
[Service Box] 

Publisher: William Morrow (subsidiary of HarperCollins Publishers) 
Release Date: March 6 
Price: $14.99 
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SOURCES: 
 
The book, Losing Clementine, by Ashley Ream 
 
Ashley Ream 
Work: (213) 977.9400 ext. 146 
Home: (323) 522.6814 
Email: author@ahream.com 
 
Lauren Cook (publisher) 
Email: Lauren.cook@harpercollins.com 
 
 



Bethany,  
 
This is a pretty good first draft. I would focus on working on the ledes to tighten them up 
to make for a strong intro to draw readers into this sidebar. 
 
Kayla 
 
Bethany Christo 
Bccnr8@mail.missouri.edu 
(763) 242.8503 
 
Story: On the Nightstand with ASHLEY REAM 
 
Hed: The debut author and MU j-school grad gives us her top 4 books to read right now. 
 

Hed: Have a spare moment? Here’s what you should be reading, according to author and 
MU grad Ashley Reams.  
 

Lede 1:  On a beach in Santa Barbara, author Ashley Ream stretches out for a much-
deserved 48-hour vacation. She cracks open her guilty pleasure and relishes the fact that 
she can finally read the work of someone other than herself. This snatch of paradise is a 
drastic change from her normal hectic schedule. Besides debuting her novel, Ream also 
works at a Los Angeles nonprofit and runs ultra-marathons for fun. Read on to find out 
which books are hot in the hands of this MU grad.  
 
Lede 2: On Ashley Ream’s long list of activities, writing novels is only a hobby. Her day 
job is at a nonprofit in Los Angeles where she works to improve working conditions for 
the poor. Oh, and in her spare time? She runs ultra-marathons. Incredulously, she still 
manages to find time to crack open a book for pleasure as well. Read on for her latest 
fascinations. 
 
Little Bee 

Author: Chris Cleave 
Publisher: Simon and Schuster 
Price: $15 
British novelist Chris Cleave tells the story of a young Nigerian girl who is seeking 
asylum through a vacationing British magazine editor she met. “It's a story of 
globalization that I’ve never seen before,” Ream says. “It won all kinds of awards—I’m 
kind of late to the party.” 
 
A Short History of Nearly Everything 

Author: Bill Bryson 
Publisher: Broadway Books 
Price: $16.99 
A Short History of Nearly Everything covers, well, nearly everything having to do with 
the scientific history of the universe. “It’s written in a way that even people like me—
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who have a romantic understanding of science versus a technical understanding—can 
enjoy,” Ream says. 
 
Young Romantics: The tangled lives of English poetry’s greatest generation 

Author: Daisy Hay 
Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
Price: $27.50 
Known for more than just poetry, Young Romantics portrays the intertwining lives of the 
brilliant and fresh English Romantic poets of the 19th century. It’s a story of love, politics 
and fast-lane lifestyles reminiscent of themes we see today. “These are people that lived 
in a time we think of as being rather innocent,” Ream says. “Yet they led the most 
outrageous, ready-for-TMZ lives.” 
 
Wolf Gift 

Author: Anne Rice 
Publisher: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group 
Price: $25.95 
Anne Rice’s newest release incorporates one of the oldest legends—the making of a 
werewolf. A perfect guilty pleasure if you plan on having your own 48-hour vacation. 
“This book is kind of a return to Rice's heyday when she was doing the witch and 
vampire books,” Ream says. “I couldn’t resist checking back with an author I haven't 
read in 15 years.” Like this one…. 
 

SOURCES: 
 
Ashley Ream 
Work: (213) 977.9400 ext. 146 
Home: (323) 522.6814 
Email: author@ahream.com 
 
Little Bee: 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/little-bee-chris-
cleave/1100260550?ean=9781416589648&itm=1&usri=little+bee 
 
A Short History of Nearly Everything 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/short-history-of-nearly-everything-bill-
bryson/1005540132?ean=9780767908184&itm=1&usri=a+short+history+of+nearly+eve
rything 
 
Young Romantics 
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/young-romantics-daisy-
hay/1101999248?ean=9780374123758&itm=1&usri=young+romantics%3a+tangled+live
s+of+greatest+generation 
 
Wolf Gift 



http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-wolf-gift-anne-
rice/1106658839?ean=9780307595119&itm=3&usri=wolf+gift 
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Little Bee
By Chris Cleave
British novelist Chris Cleave tells the story 
of a young Nigerian girl who is seeking 
asylum through a vacationing British 
magazine editor she meets. “It’s a story of 
globalization that I’ve never seen before. It 
won all kinds of awards. I’m kind of late to 
the party.”

Finding 
truth 

in fiction
After four tries to get it right,

an MU alumna releases 
her darkly humorous 

debut novel 
STEADY STREAMS OF WORDS FLOW FROM 
the women’s bathroom at the Columbia Missourian 
newsroom and are occasionally interrupted when a 
phrase sounds awkward. It’s 1999, and Ashley Ream 
is reading aloud the draft of an article as an order 
from her editor. Ream, reporter turned author, now 
considers this the best writing advice she’s ever 
received. What a di!erence a small suggestion can 
make — the MU School of Journalism graduate’s "rst 
novel, Losing Clementine, was published March 6. 

Ream has dabbled in creative writing her entire 
life, but the hobby was propelled into the forefront 
when she and her husband, Austin Baker, moved to 
Los Angeles in 2003. She previously 
worked at the Corpus Christi Caller 
Times after graduating in 2000. 

Ream started working on Losing 
Clementine in early 2010. Before 
that, she was busy writing four 
novels that never ended up getting 
published — some intentionally. “I 
wrote a lot of bad novels,” Ream says. 
“These will never see the light of 
day. I didn’t want to start my career 
with something that wasn’t where it 
needed to be.”

Baker says he reads the "rst drafts 
of his wife’s novels for her to gauge 
his initial reaction. Although he is a 
stickler for continuity, he’s admittedly 
horrible at grammar. He’s 
also read all of her work 
except for one.

“The "rst novel she ever 
wrote is locked away in a 
drawer — for her eyes only,” Baker says. “She’ll be the 
only one who has read that until the day she dies.”

Ream wrote that book without the intention of 
publication, essentially just to see if she was capable 
of "lling 300 pages with a story. Four books and many 
more than 300 pages later, she has crafted a story of 
self-sacri"ce for the ones you love.

Losing Clementine is the darkly humorous story of 
Clementine Pritchard, whose twisted family past and 
emotional anguish spur her to plan her own suicide. 
The book chronicles the last 30 days of her life and 
her attempt to leave this world with a clean slate and 
conscience. 

The story came about at a small café in Santa 
Monica, Calif., about 20 miles away from home, where 
a draft of a book about a hippopotamus in a desert 
essentially made Ream start her debut novel. As she 
nursed a cup of peppermint tea, she couldn’t lie to 
herself anymore: The story of a hippo in a desert was 
not going to be her tour de force. She then opened up a 

new document and wrote the "rst scene 
of Losing Clementine in its entirety. 
      Ream believes the best novels 
unfold when writers hold up mirrors 
that re#ect themselves, as well as the 
general human condition. Ream’s 
mirror re#ects her past rooted in 
journalism, and she insists both news 
and "ction writing have overarching 
themes that run parallel.

“As a novelist, I’m still seeking 
truth the way a journalist does,” she 
says. “I’m just going at it in a little 
di!erent way.”

Next up for Ream is a book 
tour beginning March 9 that travels 
through California, Illinois and 

Missouri. She’s also in the middle 
of editing her second novel for 
publication and has the "rst 13 
pages of notes slated for her third 
book.

Ream says her biggest struggle as a "ction writer 
is accepting the fact that things have to make more 
sense in "ction than they do in journalism. 

“There’s often not a good answer as to why things 
happen,” Ream says. “When you write a novel, you 
have to "nd that answer.”

+ BETHANY CHRISTO 

Publisher: William Morrow
 (Subsidiary of HarperCollins Publishers)

Release Date: March 6
Price: $14.99

with ashley ream

A Short History of Nearly Everything
By Bill Bryson
A Short History of Nearly Everything covers, 
well, nearly everything to do with the 
scienti!c history of the universe. “It’s written 
in a way that even people like me, who have a 
romantic understanding of science versus a 
technical understanding, can enjoy.”

Young Romantics: The Tangled Lives of 
English Poetry’s Greatest Generation
By Daisy Hay
Known for more than poetry, Young 
Romantics portrays the intertwining lives of 
the brilliant English Romantic poets of the 
19th century. It’s a story of love, politics and 
fast lane lifestyles. “These are people who 
lived in a time we think of as being rather 
innocent. Yet they led the most outrageous, 
ready-for-TMZ lives.”

The Wolf Gift
By Anne Rice
Anne Rice’s newest release incorporates 
one of the oldest legends — the making of 
a werewolf. “This book is kind of a return to 
Rice’s heyday when she was doing the witch 
and vampire books. I couldn’t resist checking 
back with an author I haven’t read in 15 
years.” 

ON ASHLEY REAM’S LONG LIST of activities, writing novels 
is what she considers her second full-time job. Her day job 
is at a nonpro!t in Los Angeles where she works to improve 
working conditions for the poor. Oh, and in her spare time? 
She runs ultra-marathons. Somehow she still manages to !nd 
time to crack open a book for pleasure as well. Read on for her 
latest fascinations.

+ BETHANY CHRISTO

VOXMAGAZINE.COM Visit  our website for our review of Ream’s 
Losing Clementine


