
 

 

Jesse, 
 
Excellent start to this piece. You provide a lot of great information. I apologize for being 
unclear about the word count in the assigning memo; if possible, we should keep it at 
about 600-700 words for the whole thing, including the intro. I think a good way to 
combat the wordiness is to make the blurbs fragments rather than full sentences. We 
could still probably keep the “Expert Opinion” in sentence form, though. This would be 
more serviceable to our readers and would also help with the issue of redundancy you 
brought up. See my example for the Kindle in Track Changes. Also, if you have a chance 
to test out the devices as Rhonda suggested, that would add more depth to the story, I’m 
sure. I’m more than happy to meet with you and talk about the edits in person so we 
make sure we’re on the same page. Again, great first draft. 
 
Kayla 
 
The world of e-readers has come a long way. Just over three years ago, Amazon 
introduced the Kindle 2, and the electronic reading frenzy took off. Today, nearly 20 
percent of American adults own an e-reader, and the current options put the earlier 
offerings to shame. A Kindle 2 initially cost over $350 and weighed a hefty 9.6 ounces; 
that’s about $270 more and 50% heavier than the most recent Kindle release. Other 
manufacturers have jumped into the fray, as well, giving customers a plethora of options 
(albeit very similar ones). E-readers also now have the ability to borrow books from 
public libraries. Below, Vox breaks down six of the most popular options for you, and 
Kirk Henley, a public services librarian at Daniel Boone Regional Library, gives his 
thoughts on the popular devices. 
 
(e-reader: price, where to buy, manufacturer) 
 
Kindle: $79-$189, amazon.com or Best Buy, Amazon 
Design: The intro-level Kindle offers a minimalist design for the ultimate minimalist 
gadget. The Kindle has just one function — download and display e-books — and it does 
it well. Buttons are limited to the bare necessities to keep it as small as possible, but it 
lacks some other capabilities some e-readers offer. 
Screen size: The Kindle, like most of its peers, has a 6” E Ink Pearl display 
Battery life: Amazon boasts their Kindle has a one month battery life, but only with 
WIFI off and reading limited to 30 minutes per day. Battery life for continuous reading 
is far less, but it’s still more than enough to satisfy even the most voracious bookworm. 
Readability: The E- Ink display essentially replicates real paper. It works great in light, 
natural or otherwise, but is useless in a dark room. 
Portability: The Kindle weighs less than six ounces and, according to Amazon, fits in 
your pocket. That might depend on the pants, though. The lack of 3G limits the cheaper 
Kindle’s portability if you’re wanting to download books at the go. 
Expert opinion: Henley calls it “fine,” but the lack of touch screen capability and the 
reliance on a directional pad can make it cumbersome at times. 
 
Kindle Touch: $99-189, amazon.com or Best Buy, Amazon 
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Comment: Include another lede offering in 

the next draft, if possible. Perhaps one that tells 

Vox readers why they should jump on the e-

reader bandwagon or how they’re good for 

travel (upcoming summer plans), etc. 

Comment: This might be a good place to 

include a bit about how e-readers are good for 

travelers or people on the go. 

Comment: 6-inch E Ink Pearl display 

Comment: One-month battery life, with wifi 

turned off and limiting reading to 30 min/day. 

Comment: I like these bits of humor! It 

breaks up the monotony of facts. 



 

 

Design: The Touch doubles the battery life (two hypothetical months) and storage 
capacity (up to 4 GB from 2 GB), adds audio capability, and has a 3G option, and it does 
all this without making the device substantially larger. There’s also the whole touch 
screen thing, which is nice. Gone are buttons to turn the page; now it’s just a quick 
swipe. 
Screen size: Outside of the touch capability, the Kindle Touch’s screen is no different 
than the basic Kindle. It’s the same 6-inch E Ink Pearl display. 
Battery life: Amazon again has a claim measured on a calendar, not a clock, claiming 
two months of casual reading between charges. 
Readability: The Touch is heavier than the basic Kindle, but the added ounce 
shouldn’t make much difference for most readers. 
Portability: This iteration of the Kindle is no less ready for on-the-go reading than any 
other. In fact, its 3G option makes it more suitable for all but the most remote reading 
locales. 
Expert opinion TK 
 
Kindle Fire: $199, amazon.com or Best Buy, Amazon 
Design: Part e-reader, part tablet, the Fire does a little bit of everything. It’s heavier 
than other Kindles without adding much bulk, and it’s smaller than most true tablets 
without sacrificing much in terms of media consumption capability. The Fire packs a lot 
into a small package. 
Screen size: Fire has a 7” multi-touch display, anti-reflective treatment and 16 million 
colors. Like an iPad, only smaller. 
Battery life: This depends on how you use it, but the Fire can get up to 8 hours of 
continuous reading; the battery life decreases as users get into more multi-media 
endeavors. 
Readability: Its backlit screen adds the ability to read in the dark, but it also makes 
outdoor reading in natural sunlight light less feasible. 
Portability: It’s twice as heavy as other Kindles and has no 3G, both of which limit the 
Fire’s portability. 
Expert opinion: TK 
 
Nook Simple Touch: $99, Barnes and Noble, Best Buy, Walmart, B&N 
Design: The Nook Simple Touch doesn’t offer much that other e-readers don’t. One of 
its biggest advantages over the Kindle is its ability to expand storage up to 32GB with an 
external microSD card. 
Screen size: It’s the same 6” E Ink Pearl display as the Kindle, but Barnes and Noble 
also offers their “Best Text” technology, claiming to make the text even sharper. 
Battery life: The Nook Simple Touch’s battery offers two months of casual reading 
between charges. 
Readability: Barnes and Noble claims their text is the sharpest and their page refresh 
rate is the fastest, but any difference in processing speed is negligible; the Simple Touch 
and Kindle Touch both utilize an 800MHz processor. 
Portability: No 3G hurts portability, but the Nook Simple Touch is otherwise no less 
adventure-ready than any other reader. It is about 25% heavier than the lightest Kindle, 
which might be a drawback for some users. 
Expert opinion TK 
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Nook Simple Touch with GlowLight: $139 (May 7), Barnes and Noble, Best Buy, 
Walmart, B&N 
Design: The Simple Touch with GlowLight is the first e-reader from a major 
manufacturer with a built-in light. Other than that addition, the GlowLight model 
doesn’t differ from the basic Simple Touch. 
Screen size: The GlowLight Nook has the same 6” E Ink display. The light doesn’t 
actually come from the screen itself, which allows for both a classic E Ink experience and 
a screen visible in the dark. 
Battery life: Using the light halves the battery life. Otherwise, there is no difference. 
Readability: The GlowLight should offer the best out-of-the-box readability of any 
reader. All e-readers give you the option of reading in bright light. This gives you the 
total dark option, as well, for those times when a lamp just won’t do. 
Portability: It has the same bonuses and drawbacks as the Simple Touch. No 3G access 
limits it for some, but for readers who’ve already downloaded their books, restrictions 
are minimal. 
Expert opinion TK 
 
Kobo Touch: $79.99, Best Buy, Walmart, Kobo Inc. 
Design: The Kobo Touch is the only e-reader of these six to offer color options; it comes 
in black, silver, lilac and blue. It’s also the only e-reader with built-in social networking 
capabilities to share your reading on Facebook or Twitter. The Toronto-based Kobo, Inc. 
prides itself on giving its customers options, so the Kobo also accepts a wider range of 
file types than most of its competitors. The Kobo Touch, like the Nook and unlike 
Amazon’s products, allows for expanded storage with microSD cards. 
Screen size: The Kobo, like most current generation readers, uses a 6” E Ink Pearl 
display. It also utilizes Infrared Touch, making its touch screen even more responsive. 
Battery life: Like other e-readers: a casual reader won’t need a recharge for weeks, and 
even intensive, continuous reading will take a few days to drain the battery. 
Readability: Fast page refresh rates, simple touch commands and diverse formatting 
options make reading what you want, how you want easy. 
Portability: It’s lightweight and compact, like most e-readers today. Like the Nook 
Simple Touch, its only real drawback is the lack of 3G access. 
Expert opinion TK 
 
 
 
http://goodereader.com/blog/electronic-readers/hands-on-review-of-the-
amazon-kindle-touch-3g/ 
http://goodereader.com/blog/electronic-readers/amazon-kindle-fire-
hands-on-review/ 
http://goodereader.com/blog/electronic-readers/review-of-the-new-79-
kindle-e-reader-4th-generation/ 
http://goodereader.com/blog/electronic-readers/barnes-and-noble-simple-
touch-reader-review/ 
http://goodereader.com/blog/electronic-readers/review-of-the-kobo-
touch-e-reader/ 



 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0051QVESA/ref=famstripe_k 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005890G8Y/ref=famstripe_kt 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0051VVOB2/ref=famstripe_kf 
http://www.kobobooks.com/touch_with_offers 
http://blog.hubspot.com/blog/tabid/6307/bid/31055/New-Data-Reveals-Sudden-
Explosion-of-Tablet-and-E-Reader-Usage.aspx 
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Battle of the 
e-readers

Vox breaks down six of the most popular 
options for literary reading devices

Kindle 

Price: $79 
amazon.com or 

Best Buy

Kindle Touch

Price: $99
amazon.com or 

Best Buy

Kindle Fire

Price: $199
amazon.com or 

Best Buy

Nook Simple Touch

Price: $99
Barnes & Noble, 

Best Buy, Walmart

Nook Simple Touch 
with GlowLight

Price: $139 (May 7)
Barnes & Noble, 

Best Buy, Walmart

Kobo Touch

Price: $99.99
Best Buy, Walmart, 

Kobo Inc.

Design

Minimalist design for 
the ultimate minimalist 
gadget. The five-way 
controller is limited to the 
bare necessities to keep 
the Kindle as small as 
possible, but it lacks some 
other capabilities some 
e-readers offer such as 3G 
access and a touch screen.

With twice the storage 
of the original Kindle 
(up to 4 GB) and added 
audio capability as well as 
a 3G option, the Kindle 
Touch adds many features 
without making the 
device substantially larger. 
There’s also the whole 
touch screen thing, which 
is nice.

Expandable storage — up 
to 32GB with an external 
MicroSD card. The 
Simple Touch claims that 
it’s up to 25 percent faster 
in terms of page turns and 
browsing than any other 
e-reader.

Part e-reader, part tablet, 
the Fire does a little bit of 
everything, offering access 
to Amazon’s stockpile of 
prose as well as streaming 
video, playing games, 
access to apps, easy 
MP3 downloads and a 
functional web browser.

First major e-reader with 
a built-in light that turns 
on instantly and can adjust 
with the touch of a finger. 
It’s like a flashlight under 
the covers when it’s past 
your bedtime, only better.

The Kobo Touch is the 
only e-reader of these six to 
offer color frame options, 
available in pink, blue, black 
or silver. It also accepts a 
wider range of file types 
than most competitors, 
which allows users to upload 
books from more sources. 
The Kobo Touch was Wired 
magazine’s editor’s choice in 
January 2012.

Screen 
Size

6-inch E Ink Pearl 
display, which is designed 
to mimic real paper by 
using high contrasts of 
background to text

7-inch backlit multi-touch 
display, anti-reflective 
treatment and 16 million 
colors

6-inch E Ink Pearl display 
with Best-Text technology, 
which uses a higher 
contrast to optimize each 
letter for sharp reading

6-inch E Ink Pearl display 6-inch E Ink Pearl display 6-inch E Ink Pearl display; 
Also uses Infrared Touch 
for a more responsive 
touch screen

Battery Life

Up to one month with 
WiFi off and casual 
reading

Two months of casual 
reading per charge

Up to eight hours of 
continuous reading

Up to two months of 
casual reading

Even with the light, up to 
one month

Like others, a casual 
reader won’t recharge for 
about a month

Readability

E Ink display replicates 
real paper. It works 
great in light, natural or 
otherwise, but is useless in 
a dark room.

The Simple Touch claims 
its text is the sharpest and 
pages refresh the fastest, but 
there is no real difference in 
processing power.

Backlit screen adds the 
ability to read in the dark 
but limits outdoor options.

The high-tech E Ink 
multi-touch display means 
no glare.

All e-readers let you 
read in bright light. This 
provides a total dark 
option, as well.

Features include fast page 
refresh rates, simple touch 
commands and diverse 
formatting options.

Portability

The Kindle weighs 
less than 6 ounces and, 
according to Amazon, fits 
in your pocket due to its 18 
percent smaller body than 
the original Kindle.

The Touch weighs 7.5 
ounces, and the 3G option 
makes it suitable for all 
but the most remote 
reading locales.

At 14.6 ounces, the Fire 
is twice as heavy as other 
Kindles and has no 3G.

The Simple Touch weighs 
the same as the Kindle’s 
version, checking in at 7.5 
ounces. Although it doesn’t 
have 3G, it’s still 
adventure-ready.

Weighs just under 7 
ounces, and similar to its 
predecessor, the Nook 
Simple Touch with 
GlowLight doesn’t have 
3G access.

The Kobo Touch weighs 
6.5 ounces and lacks 3G.

Expert 
Opinion from 
Kirk Henley, 
Public 
Services 
Librarian at 
DBRL

Henley calls it fine, but 
the lack of touch screen 
capability and the reliance 
on a directional pad can 
make it tedious to use at 
times.

“It’s sort of a tablet; 
It’s sort of an e-reader,” 
Henley says. “I think if I 
were going to get either 
one of those things, I 
would go for a black and 
white reader or an iPad 
with its bigger screen.”

It works just like the 
Kindle but with a touch 
screen. “Some people who 
have problems with touch 
screens probably wouldn’t 
like it as much, but I 
would prefer using this 
one,” Henley says.

Local, in-store support 
and a touch screen put it 
atop Henley’s list. “I really 
like the Nook,” he says.

“It’s a softer, dimmer 
light that just focuses on 
the screen rather than a 
light that lights up the 
whole room,” Henley 
says. “I know that’s been a 
problem for some people.”

Henley says it’s not as 
common as the Kindle or 
Nook, so finding support 
can be tricky, “but I don’t 
think it would be much 
different than the others,” 
even though he has never 
used one himself.

As summer approaches, so too does leisure reading season, and e-readers have become the go-to gadget for modern 
bibliophiles. Whether you’re planning a transcontinental romp or just want to read by a backyard fire pit, today’s 

technological offerings should be able to satisfy your literary needs. 
 

Below, Vox breaks down six of the most popular options for you, and Kirk Henley, a public 

services librarian at Daniel Boone Regional Library, gives his thoughts on the popular devices. 

AS SUMMER APPROACHES, SO TOO DOES 
leisure reading season, and e-readers have become one 
of the go-to gadgets for modern bibliophiles. Whether 
you’re planning a transcontinental romp or just want to 
read by a backyard fire pit, today’s technological offerings 
should be able to satisfy your literary needs.

Below, Vox breaks down six of the most popular 
options for you. Choose wisely    — your bookshelf will 
thank you for the lighter load.
    + JESSE BISHOP


