
Jasmin: You need to sum up Brian’s career in a sentence or two to give his work 
credibility. Your nod to his awards in the lede is confusing and strange, since you need to 
introduce the book there, and put some background in the second graph. 
 
He won the Pulitzer with other journalists for coverage of the Olympics, he worked for 
the Miami Herald, he has been a freelancer for years based in New York and Miami. 
(This sort of thing. Work with Kayla to find the best ways to say this succinctly.) 
 
Three of the four celebrities had their names spelled wrong. Why didn’t you check this? 
 
Jasmin, 
 
Because we want the story to be primarily geared towards Art and Soul, I agree with 
Rhonda in that we need to rework the lede and the second graph. Introduce the book in 
the opening sentences and then credit Brian Smith in the second graph. Art and Soul is a 
gorgeous, photo-driven coffee table book, so try adding some visual detail to describe its 
beauty. Think, “How would I describe this book and its contents to a blind person?” Once 
you describe the book and give Brian Smith credibility, then dip into what it’s like to be a 
celebrity photographer, while still tying it into Art and Soul as closely as possible. 
 
This is only a recurring section, so we also need to significantly cut this down to 150-200 
words. Taking out much of the “fluff”, i.e. extensive information about his background, 
details regarding the celebrities, etc. will help accomplish this goal. Be picky when 
choosing your quotes. Ask yourself, is this truly essential to the story? Is it something 
that can be paraphrased as a minor detail, or does it work better in his words? 
 
To make this piece more punchy and succinct, focus on tightening your sentences and 
varying sentence structure. Begin with the subject/verb (or independent clause) rather 
than a prepositional phrase (or dependent clause). For example: Simply stated on her 
page, actress Noureen DeWulf says, “Art is Necessary.” vs Actress Noureen DeWulf 
simply states on her page, “Art is necessary.” The goal is to say everything you need to 
say in as few words as possible. Use active voice rather than passive voice. 
 
You gave us a lot of good information, but we just need to work on zeroing in on the 
meat and focus of the story. 
 
Kayla 
 
Jasmin James 
(708) 927 0069 
jejfh3@mail.missouri.edu 
------- 
Word Count: 472 
 
Read This: Title of book 
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Write two decks here 
 
 
 
Brian Smith has done it all. A resume chronicling more than 25 years of photography--
from the newsroom to editorial, sports to entertainment and a few big awards, The 
Pulitzer and a POY from MU's own RJI to name a few, it’s no wonder that when he got 
the call from Sony to do a project with the Creative Coalition, he said yes.  

Over the next three years starting with the 2009 Academy Awards, Smith worked closely 
with Sony Artist Imagery Photography and Robin Bronk, CEO of The Creative Coalition 
to photograph a diverse collection of more than 120 entertainers and artists—from Anne 
Hathaway and Jason Acuno to Spike Lee and Joe Montega. After taking their pictures, he 
asked them to simply write what Art meant to them and or how it has impacted their 
careers. His answered were genuine and showed a candid side of some of Hollywood's 
biggest players. 

“This was a great example of photography that had only one motivation: to support the 
arts…they weren’t looking at each others responses. Everything was just from the heart.” 
Who said this? Where is the attribution? 

Not only was the project important to the Creative Coalition and Smith, but it was 
important to those that participated. Flipping through the beautiful pages of Smith’s book 
highlights a kindred spirit within each of those photographed, channeling memories, 
reminiscing about their first art class or the first teacher who inspired them to be creative. 
Seemingly reoccurring was that art saved my life. Simply stated on her page, actress 
Noureen DeWulf says, “Art is Necessary”.  

Smith recalls his fondest memory of the experience, when Anne Hathaway asked if they 
could "squeeze" her in before she had to fly out of the country. 

"When someone like Anne [Hathaway] asks you to fit her in, you don't even let her finish 
before you say 'Yes'. So we had a shoot with Anne Hathaway. And she was absolutely 
amazing…just a really lovely person. She even brought us cupcakes. And then we packed 
up and headed to Central Park to Tony Bennett’s house, and he let us photograph him 
with his art collection… all of this happened in the same day. I had to pinch myself " he 
said. 

Since graduating from MU’s School of Journalism with a BA in Photojournalism, Smith 
has had his editorial photography featured in more than100 publications and still 
approaches every shoot like it’s his first with passion and intensity. To up-and-coming 
photographers, he offers this piece of advice: “Swing for the fence.” 
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Art & Soul is available wherever books are sold  and what percentage? proceeds of the 
sales go towards the Arts and Arts Education through the Creative Coalition. 
 
“[Art] is essential to everything I do. It turns countries into civilizations.” This is 
superfluous. Can cut. 
 
 
 
You need this service info for every book story: 
Title of book 
Cost 
Publisher 
Released 
 
Sources: 
 
Brian Smith 
(305)534 3130 
brian@briansmith.com 
www.briansmith.com 
 
Creative Coalition 
http://thecreativecoalition.org/ 
 
 
Art & Soul  
Hardcopy 
http://www.artsoulbook.com/ 

!
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ART & SOUL
PUBLISHER:  Filipacchi

COST: $40

PAULA ABDUL SAYS HER KEY to !nding happiness is engaging 
in some form of art. She and other celebrities are teaming together 
to raise money for arts education in Art & Soul.

When prompted with the question of why art is important, 
celebrities gave heartwarming accounts of their !rst music class, 
middle school play or simply what art means to them. Each 
handwritten response, paired with an intimate photograph, captures 
the most sincere remarks on the importance of art in Art & Soul.

Pulitzer prize-winning photographer and MU grad Brian 
Smith, whose résumé chronicles more than 25 years experience 
with newsrooms and fashion magazines, said yes with no hesitation 

when he got the call from Sony in 2009 to do this project with the 
Creative Coalition. Three years later, he turned the project into a 
success. “This was a great example of photography that had only 
one motivation: to support the arts ... everything was just from the 
heart,” Smith says.

Art & Soul is !lled with glossy full-page portraits and 
whimsical handwritten statements from some iconic entertainers, 
such as Richard Belzer, Harry Belafonte and Tony Bennett. This 
co"ee-table book deserves a table all its own, which makes it a 
perfect addition to any collection. 

+ JASMIN JAMES
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Roasted Winter Vegetables
ROASTING IS A NO-FUSS WAY 
to put a lot of vegetables on the table. 
Roasting brings out the natural 
sweetness in fall root veggies and winter 
squash. Roast them in big batches to top 
Baked Risotto, and throw them into fall 
and winter salads.

2 lb. winter squash or pumpkin,     
   parsnips, carrots, beets/beetroots,  
   or a mix
2 medium red or yellow onions,   
   quartered 
Extra-virgin olive oil
Kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
Handful of fresh parsley, coarsely 
   chopped, for garnish 

Preheat oven to 400˚F. Peel and cut 
the vegetables into equal sized pieces, 
about 1–inch chunks. Toss vegetables 
and onions in olive oil in a large bowl, and season generously with salt and pepper. 

Spread the pieces out in a single layer on one or two roasting pans or trays so that 
the vegetables don’t touch. Roast until the veggies are lightly browned and just tender, 
45 minutes to 1 hour, depending on the vegetable. Remove and toss with additional 
olive oil. Season with salt and pepper, and garnish with parsley before serving.

Variation: Oven-Roasted Tomatoes
Baked tomatoes make a quick garnish or side. Replace the vegetables with 2 

pounds halved plum tomatoes or small tomatoes on the vine, and roast until they are 
just soft, about 30 minutes. 

Featured in The Newlywed Cookbook:


