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a conversation with

What current trend do 
you wish would go away?

+ CHRIS ROLL

LAURA 
LUCAS, 43 
“Baggy, skinny jeans. 
It started on the east 
and west coasts, and 
it looks like guys have 
diapers in their pants. 
It’s not !attering to 
anyone.”

CURTIS 
SINGER, 22
“Dubstep. It’s a fad 
that can be equated to 
disco, which evolved 
into techno, which is 
now dubstep.”

EMILY 
MCKENNA, 21
“Facebook statuses. 
‘My cat just walked 
across the room.’ I 
care about people, but 
Facebook statuses are 
out of control.”

CLINT LEE, 22 
“Mustaches without 
any other facial hair. 
I feel like they’re 
already on the out, 
but I still see them.”

KATHLEEN 
OSTBY, 21
“Leggings as pants 
with UGGs and a 
North Face jacket.”

TIRED OF LIFE IN IOWA, 
Kerrie Bloss moved from Des Moines 
to Columbia in 1997 to try her luck in 
a different city. Fifteen years later, it 
wasn’t just Bloss who got lucky, but also 
the many local organizations that have 
become such a large part of her life. 

Bloss spends her workday as the 
programs coordinator for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Central Missouri. She 
also volunteers with Columbia Sunrise 
Southwest Missouri Rotary, Women’s 
Network and the Susan G. Komen 
Mid-Missouri Affiliate, just to name a 
few. Bloss somehow still finds time to 
visit wineries and go to art and music 
festivals with family and friends.

This Columbia Business Times’ 20 
Under 40 honoree took a few minutes out 
of her hectic schedule to tell Vox how she 
does it all.

+ JESSICA SMITH

How did you get involved with Big 
Brothers Big Sisters?
I was involved as a big sister first in 1998 
while I was working for Charter Behavioral 
Health Systems. When I moved to 
Columbia, the things on my to-do list were 
to find a job, a place to live and become a 
big sister. My background is in social work, 
so when the agency had an opening in 1999, 
I jumped at the opportunity.

What’s your favorite memory from 
Big Brothers Big Sisters?
My first little sister and I got matched 
when she was 6 years old, and now she’s 
going to be 21. Several years ago I was 
cleaning out folders and found photos 
of us together. I took a picture of those 
pictures and texted it to her saying “Look 
what I found!” We look back at memories 
over the last 14 years and laugh. Back 
then, it was playing at McDonald’s or 
Burger King play places, and now it’s a 
four-hour lunch at Murry’s. We talk so 
much that sometimes we miss a movie 
we’d planned to go to. We have a lot of 
years and a lot of memories. 

What inspired you to give back in 
the first place?
I have always been involved, even 
growing up. We did some things as 
a family, and my parents were both 
involved in organizations. Being involved 
and being around people are things that 
I really enjoy.

If you weren’t working at Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, what would 
you be doing career-wise?
When I was in college, I always thought 
I wanted to be in the music industry, like 
owning a club or managing artists. Now 
I think I’d be working for a company and 
doing their social networking. 

How do you manage your time?
I don’t get involved in what I don’t feel 
I can give 110 percent of myself to. It is 
about looking at what’s important to you. 
You have to be able to say no and be OK 
with that. You also have to be willing to 
try something new. 

What are your daily motivations?
A few years ago, my mom was diagnosed 
with breast cancer, so that made my work 
with Komen more personal. I have worked 
with HIV/AIDS organizations because 
I’ve lost friends to that disease. I was 
involved with the Alzheimer’s Association 

because my grandma has Alzheimer’s. 
Knowing the causes that I am passionate 
about and the fact that I can help do 
something about those is an inspiration.

How has the Komen debacle 
affected your work with the 
organization?
I remain committed to Komen’s mission 
to save lives and end breast cancer 
forever. The Mid-Missouri Affiliate will 
continue to provide for the uninsured 
and underinsured, grant funds to provide 
these services, and I will continue my 
work with the race and hope for a world 
without breast cancer. 

What’s the most overlooked 
aspect of giving back?
The individual is going to gain more 
than one thinks he or she is going to. Our 
volunteers call and say they feel guilty 
that they’re getting more out of it than 
their brother or sister. They feel amazing 
for what they’ve given. It’s even true for 
shorter-commitment volunteer experiences. 

What’s the most surprising 
thing you’ve encountered in 
volunteering?
The fact that we live in a very giving 
community. There’s a lot of opportunity for 
people to get involved and a lot of people do 
get involved. 

Making a living by 
giving back and 
changing lives

KERRIE BLOSS

With 1,300 children across mid-Missouri to coordinate programs for, Bloss has her hands 
full with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Missouri. Photograph by  TIMMY HUYNH


