
Chris, 

 

These answers are pretty good. We need to work on getting a wider range of ages though. 

Don’t get in the habit of only talking to friends. Try venturing out into different parts of 

Columbia that you wouldn’t normally go to and find new people there. Because Megan also 

got a round of responses, we should be in good shape for having enough to choose from 

after fact checking, but in the future, you’ll need to get a better variety. 
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Chris Roll 

Phone: (573)-256-9831 

Email: cir5h7@mail.missouri.edu 

Name of department: Books/Back of Book 

Issue date: 0329 

Department editor: Kayla Miller, (573)-300-5740 

Assignment from: Vox 

Section: Vox Asks Columbians 

HED:  Vox Asks Columbians: Who do you wish was your neighbor?  

DEK:  

Byline: Chris Roll, (573)-256-9831, cir5h7@mail.missouri.edu 

Art/photo type: Headshots 

 

 

Jai Johnson, 22. (314)-323-5867 

 

"Jay-Z. I have this dream in my head that he'll introduce me to Denzel Washington as a friend, 

and then Denzel will fall in love with me." 
 

Jamie Lauderdale, 24. (817)-296-3037 

“Charles Bukowski. I think it would be very interesting to have a beer and smoke a cigarette with 

him, or just to talk.” 

 

Jackie Branscom, 25. (573)-303-1692 

“Oprah, just so I could go next door for advice, and she gives the best advice in the world.” 

 

 

Jim Stewart, 47. (573)-819-9875 



“I would want Uma Thurman, for beauty and for protection.” 

 

 

Lauren Fath, 31. (847)-903-9635 

“Vivian Gornick, because she’s one of the leading creative nonfiction writers and theorists. I 

would love to be able to drop manuscripts under her door and have her read them.” 

 

Lydia Harvengt, 18. (636)-357-0218 

“At this point, I’d rather be neighbors with my best friends, Liz, Julia and Kaylyn.” 

 

Noha Mavrakis, 21. (573)-228-0393 

“Mr. Feeny from Boy Meets World, because he seems like a fun guy and I’d enjoy making fun of 

him.” 

 

Rachael Meyr, 20. (573)-450-9953 

“Ryan Reynolds, to look at, of course. I feel like his muscular body would be a good help around 

the house.” 

 

Sam Gall, 22. (314)-704-9379 

“Mr. Rogers. I grew up watching his show, and he had a really nice neighborhood. He seemed 

like a very nice person, very thoughtful.” 

 

Susan Tapia, 56. (573)-882-2134 

“My kids, not only because they’re wonderful, fun people who I love to be around, but when the 

time comes for grandkids, we would be there to babysit.” 

 

Tyrone Williams, 26. (573)-489-3945 
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“Bill Gates, because he has a lot of money, and having him as a neighbor would raise my 

property value.” 
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a conversation with

Who do you wish were 
your neighbor?

+ MEGAN DONOHUE AND CHRIS ROLL

CRYSTAL 
VANMETER, 33 
“I wish my mother-in-
law was my neighbor. 
We’ve become very 
close and I don’t get to 
see her often.”

NATE 
ALTON, 25 
“Cameron Diaz, so 
I could go have tea 
with her.”

MEGAN 
ALBERT, 24
“Martha Stewart. 
She could give some 
gardening tips to me.” 

SAM GALL, 22
“Mr. Rogers. I grew 
up watching his show, 
and he had a really 
nice neighborhood. 
He seemed like a very 
nice and thoughtful 
person.”

BY LOOKING AT THE FUN-LOVING 
director, you might never guess that 
Meg Phillips was bullied as a kid. But the 
Columbia native, 40, clearly remembers 
the days of being taunted on the bus by an 
unkind classmate in junior high.

Now far removed from her days of 
being picked on, Phillips keeps the !ght 
against bullying close to her heart. She 
now serves as director for the Performing 
Arts in Children’s Education production of 
The Secret Life of Girls, which travels with 
a cast of 20 girls aged 12 to 16 to portray 
the impact of bullying in the digital age. 
Phillips is also the program director of 
Mizzou Advantage at MU and directs local 
shows on a part-time basis. 

On stage, the spunky actress sings 
one or two comedic songs as a member of 
the ensemble in comocabaret, a group of 
local singers and actors who gather once 
a month to put on themed shows at The 
Berlin Theatre. O" stage, the single mom 
enjoys writing and wrote a book about her 
online dating experiences, titled ZenKinky 
and the Art of Not Finding Love on the 
Internet.

Although her scars of bullying have 
since healed, Phillips intends to reveal the 
facts surrounding bullying so they’re more 
open to public conversation, all the while 
making her comedic mark as a thespian in 
the area.

The next two performances of The 
Secret Life of Girls will be Friday, April 13 
at Gentry Middle School at 9:00 a.m. and 
Columbia Catholic School at 1:00 p.m.

+ ALLISON POHLE

What initially drew you to the stage?
I went to see a show that my best friend 
was in and thought it looked so fun. 
Columbia Entertainment Company was 
having classes on Saturday mornings 
at the time, so my mom signed me, my 

brother and sister up. I usually do comedy, 
so it’s kind of a change to direct both the 
bullying show and Bent (at CEC).

How would you describe your 
approach as a director?
I mostly act and perform, so I’ve tried over 
the years to learn what I’ve liked about 
di"erent directors that I’ve worked with. 
What I enjoy about working with kids is 
that they’re usually very open and willing 
to take direction and work hard.

Why is this a good time to talk 
about bullying in schools?
I think just the fact that we made it a focus 
is such a great thing. I’ve heard people talk 
about the True/False Film Fest !lm Bully, 
and I think the timing is very apropos. 
And just when we started, there was the 
boy who committed suicide because he 
was gay and was getting bullied. It always 
goes on, but it seems like right now 
there’s more conversation about it. It’s 
serendipitous. 

Why do you think addressing 
bullying in a play is effective?
I think anytime you can put a face on an 
issue so that people can !nd a character 
to invest in rather than addressing an 
abstract issue makes a di"erence.

How has bullying changed in the 
digital age?

There’s de!nitely a whole new venue and 
opportunity for cruelty. Because it’s one  
step removed from a face-to-face  
encounter; it’s easier to say things via text 
or via Facebook that you wouldn’t say 
in a face-to-face situation. I think that’s 
exacerbated the problem.

In your opinion, do these digital 
methods of bullying make the 
problem harder to combat?
It’s awfully hard to stand up to your peers. 
This is something that we discuss at the 
talk back at the end of the show. There’s 
something called being a defender, and 
if somebody makes a comment that is 
unkind, the most important thing is the 
very next comment that gets made. 

What has the response to this play 
been like?
Almost every school administrator or 
counselor has made a habit of coming up 
to us and saying: “Thank you for coming. 
We really need this. It’s a problem.” So 
that’s been very a#rming. When we were 
at Lange Middle School, I had three or 
four kids come up to me and say, “I’m so 
glad you did this.”

How has the play affected you?
It’s been very rewarding to have kids come 
and talk to me. But even if I don’t get 
that individual feedback, if one kid has an 
individual change, then it’s all worth it.

Actress addresses 
the dangers of 
cyberbullying 
in The Secret 
Life of Girls

MEG PHILIPS

Meg Phillips experienced bullying during her time at Jefferson Junior HIgh. As an actress, 
she uses her art to empower bullied children. Photograph by ALYSSA GOODMAN

AVA 
VANMETER, 4
“Sleeping Beauty 
because I like her 
dress.”


