
Jasmin, 

 

Good job incorporating info on Grammar Lessons, but because it’s a preview rather than 

a Read This, we need to spend more time talking about her upcoming event. It’s not even 

mentioned until the last graf, and seems lost as sort of an afternote. Start by talking it 

early on in the story such as the lede, and then provide background info on the book. You 

also need to write a graf on her numerous awards to give her credibility; that being said, 

be careful not to include too many so we can avoid sounding like a resume. Also, when 

rewriting the second draft, please try to keep the word count as close to the target word 

count as you can. 
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Header: Indicative of the language, Subjunctive of differences 

Deck: Using her experience with language in a foreign place, Moran Morano shows a 

different side of language barriers 

 

Header: Finding your Language in a Foreign Place                

Deck: Essayist reflects on how language helped her learn how to read her life 

 

Lede: If language is a barrier to most, it is a bridge, a comfortable passage between 

worlds for essayist Michelle Morano. 

  

Since her publishing debut in 2006, Morano has received accolades for her essays, which 

all explores how language both separates and unites us. In her book, Grammar Lessons: 

Translating a life in Spain, Morano. With a voice reminiscent of the stories in Under the 

Tuscan Sun and Eat Pray Love, Morano captures the exciting yet intimidating thrill of 

moving overseas, learning a new language and starting a new life. 
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Lede: Nearly 4,200 miles away from her home in the States, essayist Michelle Morano 

found herself. Not in the traditional Eat Pray Love, Under the Tuscan Sun sort of way--

although her journey does resemble their unexpected hajj to find solace in a new place. 

No, she found herself through purging her life of all that she knew and starting over with 

the basics: learning her language.  

 

The title of the book, Grammar Lessons is play on words, as Morano parallels both 

grammatical usage and life's qualms alongside one another to share her experiences. In 

one essay, titled "The Subjunctive Mood", she discusses how both love and language has 

moods, but that language is afforded the luxury of only two--the indicative to express 

what you know to be fact and the subjunctive to express what you believe or think. 

 

Full of voice and personal charm that characterizes language as an overarching theme in 

each essay, Grammar Lessons is an interesting approach to some of life's most puzzling 

quandaries--where do we look to find ourselves? 

  

Next month, the University’s Creative Writing Series will features Morano as a part of 

their ongoing author features. Morano will be read excerpts from Grammar Lessons, as 

well as a talk discussing her upcoming novel about a young girl who makes fireworks for 

her summer job.  
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ALTHOUGH LANGUAGE might be the 
one of the biggest things that 

prevents us from learning 
about different cultures, 

essayist Michele Morano 
tackles that challenge 
by learning how it can 
help her be a better 
writer. Tonight, she 
visits MU and shares 
some of her personal 

stories that helped her 
tell new ones. 

 

In her book Grammar Lessons: Translating 
a Life in Spain, Morano, with a voice 
reminiscent of the stories in Under the Tuscan 
Sun and Eat Pray Love, captures the exciting 
yet intimidating thrill of moving overseas, 
learning a new language and starting a new 
life. Since her publishing debut in 2007, 
Morano has received accolades from such 
organizations as the American Association 
of University Women, the Magazine 
Association of the Southeast and the Illinois 
Arts Council for her essays that explore how 
language both separates and unites us. 

 

MU’s Creative Writing Program will 
present Morano as a part of its ongoing 
author features. She will be reading 
excerpts from a collection called Like Love 
that explores all the many ways we love 
romantically in a nonsexual way, the kind 
of love that surrounds us and all that we do 
all the time. On Friday, she will talk about 
crafting stories by writing from personal 
experiences — something she’s become 
quite good at. From love to the love of 
writing, Morano will share her expertise 
and advice.

                                         + JASMIN JAMES

AS A FIFTH GENERATION NATIVE  
of the eastern Missouri Ozarks, Columbian 
Steve Wiegenstein knew exactly what the 
setting of his novel would be. 

Slant of Light is a work of historical 
fiction centered on a utopian settlement 
during the Civil War. Wiegenstein uses his 
upbringing and his knowledge of Missouri’s 
history and landscape as inspiration to create 
a realistic story.

“It’s the part of the world that I know 
the best and feel the most attachment to,” 
Wiegenstein says. “It’s where I’m from and 
what I’m all about really.”

When writing about something so tied 
to his personal life, it’s hard not to add a 
little of himself into the work. Wiegenstein 
identifies himself with all the characters 
in some way — their idealism, optimism 
and stubbornness. He feels his father and 
grandfather are also represented in the novel 
as George Webb, a sharp character who is 
very in tune with the world.

Although the novel is fictional, some 
of its historical aspects are true. In the 
beginning of the novel, James Turner, the 
main character, is on his way to start up his 
settlement when he meets Sam Hildebrand, 
an actual notorious guerrilla from the Civil 
War. Wiegenstein calls Hildebrand the 
boogeyman of his childhood. 

“My brothers would say ‘Sam 
Hildebrand is going to get you!’” 
Wiegenstein says. 

Of the dozens of people killed by 
Hildebrand during the war, one of them was 
Wiegenstein’s ancestor.

“After the war was over, he had an 
autobiography written, and he recaps 
the killing of my great-great-uncle,” 
Wiegenstein says. 

That childhood fear is reflected in the 
novel when Hildebrand threatens another 
character with a pistol. 

Aside from drawing inspiration from his 
upbringing, Wiegenstein uses his scholarly 
work of the period to add historical detail. 
He studied a Civil War utopian society 
called Icaria. Wiegenstein is impressed by 
the persistence of the group’s ideals and 
how they hung onto their beliefs in the face 
of adversary and strife, which is one of the 
main themes of Slant of Light.

Another theme of the book comes 
from “man is a wolf to man,” a motif in the 
novel representing the belief that people 
must look out for themselves and only 
the strongest will survive. In contrast, the 
transcendentalist dreamers in the book 
believe that humanity is in a constant state 
of betterment. Wiegenstein believes these 
reveal the two realms of humanity.

“I’ll leave it to the readers to decide 
which side they want to stand on,” he says.

One part of the book is the Battle of the 
Red River, which occurred toward the end 
of the Civil War. Wiegenstein was careful 
to make sure every detail of geography is 
accurate, despite the fictional plot.

“I tried to capture the atmosphere of 
what it would be like to live in Missouri 
during the war,” Wiegenstein says. “I’m 
hoping that Missourians will find it 
interesting.”

This first-in-a-series novel takes place 
during the Civil War, but the story doesn’t 
end there. Wiegenstein has bigger plans 
to continue the series. It will maintain the 
same location, but each book will focus on 
a different time period to show changes 
through the passage of time. 

+ JAMIE HERGENRADER

Rewriting 
history

In the first of a series, Steve Wiegenstein 
puts utopia at the center of the Civil War

INDICATIVE OF THE LANGUAGE, 
SUBJUNCTIVE OF DIFFERENCES

Michele Morano brings her writing 
expertise to MU to discuss the art of
telling stories from personal experience

Michele Morano is a professor of 
English at DePaul University.

Steve Wiegenstein is writing a sequel, which opens in 1865 with the return of the surviving men 
from war. He spends his mornings in the dark working on it. Photograph by TIMMY HUYNH

Book  
Reading

WHERE: A.P. Green Chapel, 

Memorial Union

WHEN: Tonight, 7:30 p.m.

COST: Free

CALL:  884-7773

ONLINE:    

creativewriting.missouri.edu

PUBLISHER: Blank Slate Press
COST: $14.95 (Amazon, Barnes & Noble)

RELEASE DATE: April 19, 2012
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Visit  
VoxMagazine.com 

for an extended 
review of  

Slant of Light.O N L I N E


